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VWA Exhibitions Special 

Details of Exhibitions & Awards Pages 3 & 4 

VWA. September Meeting  
“FOURTH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH”  

Tuesday September 25th at 7-30pm  
 Venue: Meat Market Conference Rooms  

Guest Speaker: Bryan Poynton  
Tool making and Maintenance  

And  
THE VWA WHERE TO FROM HERE ?  

An informal discussion on planning its future  

Bryan Poynton, one of Victoria’s finest woodworkers, will discuss 
tool making for specific purposes. He will also display some of his 
own favorite hand tools and workshop aids, and discuss 
tempering, case hardening and sharpening. 

Afterwards our newly elected President, Tracey Vanstone will 
lead a discussion on the hopes and aspirations of Members for 
the future of their organization  See Summary Paper on Pg  9 
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Living with Wood 2007 
Celebrating Australia’s finest Woodwork 

And the New 

Club Choice 
Selections by the Victorian Woodworker Clubs 

of works by their Members 

Both to be presented as a centre piece of the 
TIMBER & WORKING WITH WOOD SHOW’ 

Melbourne Exhibition Centre Southbank  
Friday 12th – Sunday 14th October 2007 

There are no entry fees for either exhibition, but 
membership of the VWA is a prerequisite for entry 
to the Living with Wood event 

State Woodcraft Collection 
The VWA has been requested by the Curator of the 
Gippsland Gallery, Sale, Victoria to provide exhibits 
of fine wood work for display alongside an exhibition 
March to April 2008, of works from  this collection 

Details of the event are still being finalised, but the 
entries in the Living with Wood and Club Choice 
exhibitions will be evaluated for invitation to feature 
alongside signature pieces from this august 
collection 

Stormwood 
This project is to create fine wood work out of timber 
retrieved from trees felled by the storms that struck 
Melbourne in February 2005. It is a collaboration 
between the City Council, Craft Victoria, Bowerbird 
Timbers and the VWA 

The objective is, in part, a community exercise in 
environmental responsibility by which a high grade 
wood product is salvaged from urban debris usually 
destined for chipping and landfill. 

The timber, largely elm, is now seasoned enough to 
craft into fine woodwork. Expressions of interest are 
now invited from wood artists and crafts persons 
who wish to contribute to the project and exhibit 
their creations in a major city gallery space  



 2 

The Newsletter of the Victorian Woodworkers Association Inc      September 2007 

The Cutting Edge: 
 
 

VICTORIAN WOODWORKERS ASSOCIATION 

AFFORDABLE PUBLIC & PRODUCT LIABILITY INSURANCE 
For professional and amateur craftspeople  

Working at, teaching, demonstrating, exhibiting or marketing their craft  
Underwriter: QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited  

VWA Annual Full Membership Fee Option A - $165  

Includes $10,000,000 Public & Product & Tenants Liability, $20,000 Property in physical & legal 
control. Excess $1,000 

VWA Annual Full Membership Fee Option B - $185 

Includes $20,000,000 Public & Product & Tenants Liability, $20,000 Property in physical & legal 
control. Excess $1,000 

Other Insurances available for Members  
1. House and Contents insurance package  with a special extension to cover your Home Workshop  
2. Personal Accident and Illness Insurance  
3. Commercial Studio or Workshop Business Package: To cover those Members who operate a business 
away from their residence 
 Contact: Meg Allan, VWA Membership Secretary 2650 Mansfield – Whitfield Rd, TOLMIE VIC 3723 

Tel: (03) 5776 2178 Fax: (03) 5776 2185, Email: roballan@preston.starway.net.au 

Join Us At The Show As an Exhibitor 
FREE THREE DAY PASSES 

Value $30 
There are a limited number of three day passes for those VWA members who 
can help with all facets of staging and manning the exhibition. Apply by email  
with times and dates to Peter Stansfield - pmstans@bigpond.net.au  

 

 
 
 
 
7—9 September 
Canberra Timber & Working With Wood Show 
Exhibition Park, Canberra, ACT 
www.workingwithwood.com 
 
29—30 September 
The Mildura Woodshow 
Mildura Woodturners and Woodworkers Inc. 
The Woolshed, Old Mildura Homestead, Victoria 
Cureton Avenue, Mildura 
Tel: 03 50257157 or 03 50221265 
 
 

 
12—14 Octob er 
Melbourne Timber & Working With Wood Show 
Melbourne Exhibition Centre 
www.workingwithwood.com 
 
13 October 
Steam and Wood Show 
Eildon and District Woodworkers 10th Annual Show 
Alexandra, Vic 3714 
Clarrie Glass: 03 5774 7513 
Email: nobelongembank@optusnet.co

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS 
August 2007- October 2007 
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Stormwood 
The Stormwood project concerns the creation of fine wood work out of timber retrieved from trees felled 
by the storms that struck Melbourne in February 2005. It is a collaboration between the City Council, 
Craft Victoria, Bowerbird Salvaged Timbers and the VWA 

The objective is, in part, a community exercise in environmental responsibility by which a high grade 
wood product is salvaged from urban debris usually destined for chipping and landfill. The other is to 
display the artistic and craft skills of our members to the citizens of Melbourne and the people of Victoria. 

·  The timber, largely elm, is now seasoned enough to craft into fine woodwork. The timber will suit 
furniture making and wood art, including carving, turning and formal sculpture. There is an estimated 
seven tons available. 

·  Expressions of interest are now invited from wood artists and crafts persons who wish to contribute 
to the project. Closing date is Monday 29th.October. An EOI form is appended to this newsletter. 
First choice allocations will be given to those who complete these EOI’s 

·  Funding will be obtained for an inaugural exhibition, late 2008,  in a major city gallery space with, it is 
hoped, the support of Craft Victoria. The intention then is to assemble the collection as an exhibition 
traveling to regional centres in the State 

·  Commercial rates will be charged for the supply of timber and refunded on acceptance of completed 
work for exhibition. 

·  The method of timber selection and distribution will decided after processing the expressions of 
interest, when there will be a clearer understanding of the  requirements of the makers. 

Original Timber Storage in Dynon Rd Prior to Select ion  for Stormwood Project  
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To be presented as first part of a centre piece exhibition at the TIMBER AND WORKING WITH WOOD SHOW’ 
Melbourne Exhibition Centre, 2 Clarendon Street Southbank Melbourne Friday 12th – Sunday 14th October 2007 
Note: All entries will also be for invitation to the exhibition at the Gippsland Gallery 8th March – 6th April 2008 
 
LIVING WITH WOOD 2007 is a showcase for fine woodwork design and craftsmanship. The exhibition is a 
partnership between the Victorian Woodworkers Association and DMG in the Timber and Working with Wood 
Show.  
 
AWARDS 
‘Les West’ Best of Show  $1,200  Box    $500 
Decorative   $500   Sculpture   $500 
Furniture   $500  Restoration   $500 
Turning    $500  Highly Commended  6 @ $100 
Note: A student’s award will be made if there are enough entries 
 
ELEGIBILITY CRITERIA 

·  There is no entry fee but Membership of the Victorian Woodworkers Association is a prerequisite. The 
VWA General Membership Fee is $50 and $28 for Student Membership. 

·  Create a piece of the highest possible exhibition standard be it furniture, an artwork, a musical instrument 
or a small object  

o Small scale pieces – maximum of three  – for display on plinth, shelf or wall mounted such as turned or 
carved objects, boxes, musical instruments, marquetry, free standing pieces such as side table or chair 

o Large scale pieces – maximum of one  -  freestanding for floor display such as monumental sculpture, sets 
of drawers, cabinets and furniture settings 

·  The entry must relate to the overall objectives and values of VWA 
·  The entry is the maker’s own original work  
·  Entries have been made in the last 24 months 
·  Entries must be primarily woodwork with other materials being secondary  
·  A 25% commission will be payable by the entrant to the VWA for any exhibits sold during the Show.  

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

·  All entries will be considered for the Awards and for invitation to the exhibition at the Gippsland Gallery 8th 
March – 6th April 2008 

·  Entries for sale must have their price listed on the Entry Form including GST (if applicable) with the Entry 
Form Appended to this Newsletter 

·  Closing date for Entry: Mon 24th of September, 2007. Late entries will not be accepted 
VWA reserves the right to photograph exhibits for promotional purposes and to publish or display these with 

the appropriate credit provided 
VWA reserves the right to exclude entries from the Exhibition and Award if they do not  
·  Meet the Criteria 
·  Cannot be accommodated within the exhibition stand due to size constraints will be subject to a selection 

process 
·  Have an incomplete Entry Form or unpaid fee 
The VWA reserves the right to display and light the entries at its own discretion and for the benefit of the entire 
exhibition 
·  VWA will convene a jury of peers and industry representatives to judge the Awards. Judging will occur on 

Thursday 11th October after 12.00pm. The judges’ decisions will be final and there will be no discussion.  
·  Delivery and collection of the pieces is the responsibility and at the cost of the exhibitor 

 
INSURANCE 
Every care will be taken by the VWA but no responsibility can be accepted for damage, loss or theft of an exhibit. It 
is the responsibility of the exhibitor to arrange insurance cover 
 
PUBLICITY AND DOCUMENTATION 
Exhibitors are encouraged to provide high quality images of their entries in either tiff or jpeg format of 300dpi on CD 
or as an email attachment for inclusion in the marketing promotions and media releases.  

Entry Forms Are Appended to this Newsletter
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A new venture to be presented as the second part of the centrepiece at the TIMBER AND WORKING 
WITH WOOD SHOW’ Melbourne Exhibition Centre, 2 Clarendon Street Southbank Melbourne Friday 12th 
– Sunday 14th October 2007 
 
Club Choice is a showcase for Woodwork Clubs in the State. The Award is given to the Club with the best 
presentation of exhibits. The exhibition is a partnership between the Council of Woodwork Clubs, the 
Victorian Woodworkers Association and DMG in the Timber and Working with Wood Show. In part it 
replaces the exhibition which used to be staged in the Annual Festival of Woodwork. 
 
AWARDS  A $1000 Award for the Best “Club Choice” submitted for Exhibition  
 
ELEGIBILITY CRITERIA (Provisional 

·  Works are chosen by each club to represent that club.  
o Small scale pieces – maximum of three  – for display on plinth, shelf or wall mounted such as 

turned or carved objects, boxes, musical instruments, marquetry, free standing pieces such as 
side table or chair 

o Large scale pieces – maximum of one  -  freestanding for floor display such as monumental 
sculpture, sets of drawers, cabinets and furniture settings 

·  The entries are the original work of club members 
·  Entries have been made in the last 12 months 
·  Entries must be primarily woodwork with other materials being secondary  
·  The VWA is excluded from the Club Choice Exhibition 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS (Provisional) 

·  All entries will be considered for the Award 
·  Closing date for Entry: Mon 24th of September, 2007 Late entries will not be accepted 
VWA reserves the right to photograph exhibits for promotional purposes and to publish or display 

these with the appropriate credit provided 
VWA reserves the right to exclude entries from the Exhibition and Award if they do not  
·  Meet the Criteria 
·  Cannot be accommodated within the exhibition stand due to size constraints will be subject to a 

selection process 
·  Have an incomplete Entry Form 
The VWA reserves the right to display and light the entries at its own discretion and for the benefit of 
the entire exhibition 
·  VWA will convene a jury of peers and industry representatives to judge the Awards. Judging will 

occur on Thursday 11th October after 12.00pm. The judges’ decisions will be final and there will 
be no discussion.  

·  Delivery and collection of the pieces is the responsibility and at the cost of the exhibitor clubs 
 

INSURANCE 
Every care will be taken by the VWA but no responsibility can be accepted for damage, loss or theft of an 
exhibit. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to arrange insurance cover 
 
PUBLICITY AND DOCUMENTATION  

Exhibitors are encouraged to provide high quality images of their entries in either tiff or jpeg format of 
300dpi on CD or as an email attachment for inclusion in the marketing promotions and media 
releases. The VWA is not able to offer a separate photography service for exhibitors due the 
exhibition constraints 
Entry Forms will be posted to Victorian Woodwork Cl ubs by the Council of Woodwork Clubs. 
Contacts: 
Council President: Rob Allan Tel 03 5776 2178 Email : roballan@preston.starway.net.au 
VWA Secretary: Peter Stansfield Tel 03 9844 3749. E mail: vwa@vwa.org.au  

Entry Forms Are Appended to this Newsletter  
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President’s Annual Report to the AGM  August 2007 

 
I 

It is now 2 years since I became President of the VWA and as I will not 
be standing for the role for a 3rd year this will be my last opportunity to 
report on the achievements of the organisation in an official capacity. As 
with my previous year’s report, I should like to begin with an outline of 
the years activities and then indulge in some reflection of that ongoing 
question “where the heck are we?” 

Let me say that these reflections are my own personal views and are in 
no way meant as a directive to the incoming Committee, who will need 
to make their own call on the future directions of the VWA.   

Exhibitions: In the aftermath of the Woodworks 2005 Exhibition, in an 
effort to stage something that was easier to conduct, would be seen by 
more people and would not cost nearly as much, the VWA decided that its 2006 Exhibition would centre 
on participation in the Timber and Working With Wood Show, staged annually at the Melbourne Exhibition 
Centre.  The Committee recognised that this type of exhibition could not be more different to that of 
Woodworks 2005 and that proved to be the case. A very large number of people visited the show and 
viewed the work on display. The VWA took pride of place with a large exhibition of high standard work 
occupying the middle of the Show space. Whilst not as onerous a task to bring about as in 2005 and 
despite assistance from the TWWWS management with publicity and other costs, the tight timetable to 
set up, exhibit and pack up the show made the decision to employ an external person to manage the 
VWA’s participation a wise one.  

As a result of the Show the VWA was introduced to a wide audience, many of whom had probably never 
previously been aware of our existence. A number of people expressed interest in and later enrolled for 
the VWA Woodworking Cclasses now underway. 

What does not flow from such shows is strong sales or direct commissions for our professional members. 
While this was recognised even before taking part, it is nonetheless a little disappointing. Perhaps it is 
good to take the longer view that anything that increases awareness of the participants and of 
woodworking in general must be good for everybody in the movement. 

At the time of writing, the format for this year’s participation is still being finalised, but is likely to focus 
more on the classes program. Other clubs are also being asked to participate. What will not take place is 
the Create from a Crate component that has been a regular part of VWA exhibitions in recent years. I 
would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the major contributions of Ward Petherbridge of Waste 
Recyclers for his effort and financial support. The concept of making something from material that will 
otherwise be trashed is worthy and popular with the community. Perhaps at some time in the future either 
this or a similar concept can make a return to exhibitions. 

The exhibition of invited work at the Sofitel Hotel was small in scale but high in quality. It was held in a 
prestigious location and lasted for several weeks. Sales as a percentage of total work on display were 
higher than for other recent exhibitions. I believe that the Sofitel style, scale and duration is an excellent 
model for future exhibitions. A flow on benefit is that an ongoing display of work is to be set up in the 
offices of Fasham Johnson Builders. My thanks to VWA member and long term supporter Trevor Fasham 
for this opportunity. 

Due to limited human resources within the committee, there has been little progress on an exhibition, to 
be tentatively known as Stormwood, utilising timber retrieved from trees felled by the storms that struck 
Melbourne in February 2005. 

Curation and Support for Exhibitions : 

For both TWWW and the Sofitel, paid external support in the person of Katherine Wilkinson, was 
� rganiza to assist with the logistics and in the case of the Sofitel to select works from a list of professional 
woodworkers provided by the committee. Katherine has now taken a full time position and will no longer 
be available to the organization. I would like to thank Katherine for her contribution.  
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Wood Design Centre: In last year’s report I expressed the view that the WDC in its role of assisting the 
early emergence aspiring Designer/makers is one of the quiet success stories of the VWA. Those same 
comments continue to apply, albeit that a now overdue audit of its operation needs to be undertaken to 
ensure its ongoing relevance and adherence to its objective to serve primarily as an incubator for 
emerging woodworkers. Adam Stewart is responsible for the day to day management, but due in part to 
his success as a professional woodworker, Adam is stepping aside from that role. On behalf of the 
committee I pay tribute to the excellent job Adam has done. 

VWA Administration:  At this time last year I expressed the view that the VWA should consider the 
appointment of a senior person to look after some of the very large workload that exists with the many 
activities the organisation is involved with. At the time of writing, interviews and negotiations are in 
progress and it is hoped that an announcement on this matter will be made in the very near future. The 
position description prepared for the role was extremely diverse and it was recognised that no single 
person was likely to be able to fill all of the duties outlined. That being the case there will still be a 
significant demand for assistance either from within the membership or from external resources. 

Insurance:  The Insurance scheme that has generated the high levels of membership and healthy income 
that the VWA enjoys continued in the past year. The administration of the membership and its Insurance 
referrals is a very large task and is ably undertaken by Rob Allan and in particular his wife Meg. This is in 
spite of Rob’s recent retirement and their move to live at Tolmie. On behalf of the VWA, may I offer a very 
large thank you to Rob and Meg. 

Membership:  Again this year, the VWA membership remains at a high level, and whilst some of this is 
made up of people whose interest is the Insurance scheme, it is also true that there are more ‘woodies’ 
than there were in previous times. This is in spite of a trend, now hopefully reversing for a decline in 
attendance at meetings. That we now have significant numbers of interstate members is a very good 
thing, not just for the VWA but for the promotion of woodworking on a national basis. It is hoped that the 
development of the woodworking classes program will be a source of steady growth in membership. Such 
people are likely to be local to the workshop and will potentially also provide growth in meetings 
attendance. 

Master Classes and Workshops: At long last the program of classes is underway and after some initial 
glitches seems to be making good progress. The first class has been completed, and is being repeated. 
Two more are underway and more are either ready to start or are in the planning stages. With more than 
30 new participants in VWA activities, this is a very positive development for the VWA. With good 
facilities, excellent tutors and content, there is no reason why the program cannot become a centre of 
excellence for woodworking skills and a major component of what constitutes the VWA. The start up of 
the classes has taken considerable expenditure and energy. I would like to particularly thank Peter 
Stansfield for his work on this. I would also acknowledge the enthusiastic financial support of Festool with 
tools for use by the students.    

Relocation: Whilst relocation of VWA activities to an Arts and Crafts precinct such as the Abbotsford 
Convent has been discussed in the past and remains a long term possibility. Development of the Convent 
site will take some time. With our investment in the construction of the class room at the WDC, there has 
been no recent consideration of that subject.   

Meetings: The effort to improve the quality of meetings in order to combat slowly decreasing attendances 
has been raised a further notch by Hamish Hill and his efforts are beginning to bear fruit. The July 
meeting built around an eclectic group of four people each with different slants on the subject of Design 
was a case in point. Attendance was above average and I am sure that everybody went away with 
something to think about.  Meetings are a valuable part of VWA membership and I urge members to come 
along to enjoy the company of others and to broaden your knowledge. 

That concludes the recounting of our activities over the last year and as I said in my introduction I would 
now like to make some personal observations of what I have seen over the last 2 years and perhaps even 
before that and to put into perspective where the VWA sits after almost 30 years of existence.  

The scene in which the organisation operates is in some ways similar, but in others dramatically different 
to that into which it was born in 1979. The basic goals of fellowship among members and promotion of 
woodcraft skills and appreciation both within the membership and to the broader public have not changed. 
Nor has the wish to service all facets of woodwork among amateur and professionals. What is different is 
the scale of the things that we attempt to undertake in the execution of those goals and the increasing  
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complexity of the information overloaded, legalistic and financially regulated environment in which we try 
to do them.  

A huge amount of the organisation’s financial and human resources are taken up with Exhibitions and 
whilst this is a legitimate part of our activities, it has become in my view, too much of a consumer of those 
resources. I believe that a sustainable and more constant program of exhibitions needs to be established. 
That will make their staging easier, it will enable establishment of long term relationships with sponsors, 
help to deliver a consistent message to the public and give members a better understanding of what they 
can expect from year to year. In many ways this is exactly what the exhibitions held each year for many 
years at Doncaster achieved and a return to such stability in some form or another would in my view be of 
great benefit. 

I have made reference to the successful establishment of the woodwork classes program and how this 
has the potential to become a major part of VWA activities. The classes bring both new membership and 
real benefit to established members. It is crucially important that the potentially competing needs of the 
classes program and the exhibitions be managed to provide the best benefit to our members.   

I have been concerned for some years that the VWA suffers from a kind of identity crisis in which it is 
losing empathy with the amateur members and likewise not being able to offer anything tangible to the 
professionals. At the risk of making broad generalisations, I surmise that the amateurs see no reason to 
look outward to sponsors, publicists and the like. They would rather the ‘blokes in sheds’ comfort that 
smaller and more locally or craft focused clubs can offer. The professional on the other hand can see 
nothing on offer that turns into orders for them.  

I think that there is in fact a way through the morass with a club that can provide benefit for both amateurs 
and professionals. The financial strength we currently have obliges us to do more than just spend our 
time in sheds. We must promote the pleasures of fine woodworking to the widest possible audience for 
the mutual benefit of all, but of the professionals in particular. A well sponsored, well publicised, 
professionally executed exhibition such as was done at the Sofitel is in my view an excellent way of doing 
this. Such exhibitions also benefit the amateurs by providing opportunity to view and to aspire to the very 
best.  That still leaves room for a manageable exhibition with an established location and stable format, 
open to all but aimed primarily at amateurs. 

The classes can also service both ends of the membership by providing facilities and content that suits 
both the person joining the VWA to learn basic skills while meeting like souls and also by providing 
specialist master classes for the professionals and the more ambitious. The conducting of these lasses is 
an alternative income source for the professionals and a chance for peer interaction. It is also an income 
source for the VWA. 

None of this will be possible if the workload is unsustainably high and unevenly distributed to a small 
number of individuals. When I took on the role of President, I set out to put in place an organisational 
structure that would enable a smooth and efficient running of the club, utilising a mixture of paid resources 
and the expertise we have within our own ranks. I regret that such a goal has not yet been achieved but 
on a positive note there are grounds for hope with the appointment of a person to the position of 
Executive Officer. With the right person in such a role I believe that the Committee can begin to function 
much more effectively and a more stable and clearer direction for the organisation can be found that 
balances resources and priorities around a medium to long term plan for the benefit of all of our members.    

And finally, may I say thank you to the outgoing committee for your efforts and tolerance of myself. I have 
made reference earlier to the excellent work done by Peter Stansfield in connection with the classes but 
Peter works tirelessly on almost every aspect of VWA activities. Without I hope, offending any of the other 
Committee members, I would like to single Peter out for special praise for all of that work. To the 
members, thank you for your support and input. To the incoming committee good luck for what as I said 2 
years ago is both a challenging and an exciting journey. The opportunities are enormous. 

David Hall 28th August 2007 

Footnote: Alastair Boell has accepted the VWA’s  offer for the position of Executive Officer.  This is 
extremely pleasing and I wish Alastair all the very best. I am sure that he will do an excellent job in the 
role.  .   
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Summary Papers for Planning Meeting 
VICTORIAN WOODWORKERS ASSOCIATION INC. 

Composite Profile 2002 – 2006 
 

This document was compiled from various sources dating back to the VWA Planning Workshop 
and Review 14th December 2002 

Mission Statement 
PRINCIPLES AND VALUES 

·  Wood craft skills and knowledge should be shared and widely disseminated. 

·  Australian artists, craftsmen and designers in wood are the equal of any. 

·  Fine woodwork is a dynamic combination of art, craft and design. 

·  Fine woodwork is an economic and cultural asset of national importance. 

·  Our old growth forest timbers are a finite and precious resource: their unique qualities deserve our 

better knowledge and our best practice.  

OBJECTIVES 

·  To support fine woodworking as a viable vocation with varied career paths, and to develop its markets 

·  To encourage fine woodwork and promote it to the wider community 

·  To foster networking between woodworkers themselves and other allied craft organizations 

·  To be a centre of excellence and resource for all woodworkers. 

VWA Monthly Meetings & Seminars  
“FOURTH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH”  

Tuesday September 25th at 7-30pm 
 Venue: Meat Market Conference Rooms  

Guest Speaker: Bryan Poynton on Tool making and Maintenance  
To be followed by 

THE VWA WHERE TO FROM HERE ?  
An informal discussion on planning its future  

Bryan Poynton, one of Victoria’s finest woodworkers, will discuss tool making for specific purposes. He 
will also display some of his own favorite hand tools and workshop aids, and discuss tempering, case 
hardening and sharpening. 

Afterwards our newly elected President, Tracey Vanstone will lead a discussion on the hopes and 
aspirations of Members for the future of their organization. 

All Welcome. Light Supper and Drinks Provided. Gold  coin Donation 
Hamish Hill ‘VWA Meetings coordinator’ 
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ACTIVITIES: 

To fulfill its mission  and objectives the VWA  

·  stages at least three showcase exhibitions per year (now combined as one),  

·  delivers master classes and skills workshops, and a monthly program of seminars, forums and 

demonstrations on the art and craft of fine woodworking. 

·  publishes a monthly newsletter in print and on the internet, and maintains a website “woodlink” at 

www.vwa.org.au 

·  provides public and product liability insurance cover for its members. 

·  holds monthly meetings with specialist guest speakers and demonstrators, or visits to workshops and 

other places of interest. These meetings examine a broad range of wood-related topics such as:  

·  developing marketing and business skills 

·  application of new technology to woodwork 

·  environmental issues 

·  traditional woodworking skills 

·  timber technology 

·  succeeding as a designer-maker 

The VWA assumed management of a furniture design studio and workshop (now The Wood Design 

Centre) in 1996 at the behest of the Meatmarket Arts Centre. The premises comprise 660m2 of light 

industrial space for woodwork machining and assembly functions, with a small office/design capacity.  

The Wood Design Centre has focused on the nurture of micro woodworking businesses, or 

designer/makers, as its target market for tenants to occupy its studio/work spaces. 

These designer/makers specialise mostly in the production of unique or limited run wood products and 

furniture, often featuring Australian timbers. They produce for the niche markets of designed interior 

spaces, such as the executive office, showroom, and craft gallery, and the high end domestic, tourist and 

retail trade. 

Some of these new or emergent businesses originate from the 100+ graduates exiting yearly from 

woodwork/design schools in Victoria, while others, with equivalent skills, are transiting from other 

occupations. 

11 of Victoria’s well-known Designer Makers have graduated from the Wood Design centre since its 

inception, and four of the current tenants have well established reputations and businesses in the sector. 

Many of these tenants exhibited regularly in the Meatmarket from the late 1980’s to 1999. 
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VWA School of Woodcraft - New Short Courses - Spring 2007 
Wood Design Centre, 5 Tyrone St. North Melbourne. 

Revised Syllabus and Fee Schedules - Enrolment form s are appended over  
The award winning artists and tutors of the Victorian Woodworkers Association (VWA) provide short 
courses in wood work and wood craft at their studio in the North Melbourne Meat Market. The classes 
are open to anyone who appreciates wood and wants to learn the fine art of wood making. In each class 
students will participate and complete a project using fine wood making skills. The fees for all these 
classes include pro rata membership of the VWA. See Full Details on Web at www.vwa.org.au  

Furniture Making & Design with John Diorietes -  2 nd Term 2007 

One Place is still available  
This is a term based ongoing course intended for persons who wish to design and make their domestic 
furniture, either for their own use or as heirloom gifts for others. The choice of furniture piece or pieces is 
determined by the student and can be presented just as a requirement, or as a concept, or as a detailed 
set of plans. Either way, tuition in design will be given as desired, even down to the drawing stage. 
Classes are limited to eight students to ensure a high level of individual attention. There is no 
predetermined date for completion of projects and enrolment is on a term by term basis. Elementary 
woodwork skills are desirable, but craft and technical tuition and support will be tailored to suit the 
requirements of each project and the competence of the student 

Dates:  Saturday October 13th and each following Saturday up to and including to December 15th  
Time: 10.00am – 5.00pm. Fees: $425 per term. Class size set at a maximum of 8 students. 

An Introductory Course in Woodworking with Handtool s with.Alastair Boell 

A course of 8 classes on Thursday evenings. Students can make their own small product (eg. Coffee table 
or a small dovetailed box or rectangular stool incorporating mortice and tenon, rebate and wedge joinery) 
from timber supplied and included in the fee 
·  Introduction to  timber and wood technology  
·  Hand tools their attributes and uses, selection, care and maintenance and sharpening 
·  Introduction to marking tools. Choice of project and materials to use.  
·  Demonstration of machining timber from rough sawn to fully dimensioned 
Date: 11th October -  29th  November 2007  Time: 7.00pm – 10.00pm. Fees: $350. 

Introductory and Intermediate Carving with Veronica  (Ronnie) Sexton 
In a course of three introductory and six intermediate 7hr classes on Sundays. Students will learn the 
basic and the finer points of the craft by carving an objects and designs suitable for each level of 
expertise. Ronnie Sexton graduated in Woodcarving and Gilding at the London School of Art and is a 
qualified teacher of the art. She won the coveted William Wheeler Prize for outstanding work and was 
part of a select group of artisans chosen to work on the five year restoration of Windsor Castle, which 
had been severely damaged by fire. Dates: 10am – 5pm Sundays: October 14th – November 18th.  
Fee - Includes cost of Timber & Use of Tools: 

$185 Introductory Course (3 Classes October 14th – October 28th)  
$370 Intermediate Course (6 Classes October 14th – November 18th)  
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NAME 
 
 
ADDRESS 
 
 
 
 
 
PHONE      EMAIL 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE       DATE 
 
 
 
Description of Project Chosen by Student (if applicable) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT OF $________IS ENCLOSED OR PAID BY DIRECT DEPOSIT 
 
Cheques & Money orders to be made out to the Victorian Woodworkers Association.  
Payment may also be made by direct deposit to:  
Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000.  Account no:  11 11 05 292 
 
POST CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER TO  
Peter Stansfield 
Secretary VWA 
2 Leber St 
WARRANDYTE  VIC  3113 
Tel 03 9844 3749  Mob 0402 258 341 
Email: pmstans@bigpond.net.au

VWA School of Woodcraft - Revised Spring Syllabus 
 

Enrolment Form & Tax Invoice 
Please tick box below 

•  Introductory Course in Woodworking with Handtools – 11th  Oct - 29th  Nov: Fee $350 
•  Carving for Beginners with Ronnie Sexton - October 14th – October 28th Fee $185  
•  Intermediate Carving for with Ronnie Sexton - October 14th – November 18th Fee $370 

•  Furniture Making & Design with John Diorietes 2nd Term Oct 13th – Dec 15th Fee $425 
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ENTRY FORM 
 
PLEASE PRINT 
 

Applicants  Name:   

Street  Address : ________________________________________ 

Suburb : ______________________________________________ 

State & Postcode : ______________________________________ 

Phone/Fax:  ___________________________________________ 

Mobile:  _______________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________ 

Website:  ______________________________________________ 

Business Name:  ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 
Please tick:  
�  I have enclosed a drawing, photo or CD with 300dpi images of my 
exhibits. 
�  I have completed the Exhibit Detail Forms. 
 
Signed:      Date:                               
 
 
Please send this form and images to: 

Peter Stansfield 

Secretary Victorian Woodworkers Association 

2 Leber St, Warrandyte VIC 3113 

Tel 03 9844 3749 Mob 0402 258 341 

Email: vwa@vwa.org.au 

EXHIBIT DETAILS  
 

Complete  a separate  form  for  each exhibit  
PLEASE PRINT 

Title: _________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Description:_______________________________________ ____________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Materials: _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Finish: ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Size:_________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Sale Price: ___________________________________                                                                                           

Note:  VWA retains 25% commission on sale price for exhibits & items sold.  

Makers Statement 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

The above text will appear in the exhibition catalogue with your name, and may also be used 
in media and promotion of the exhibition, award and the VWA’s activities. 
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ENTRY FORM 
PLEASE PRINT 
 

Club  Name:   

Street  Address :_____________________________________________ 

Suburb :___________________________________________________ 

State & Postcode :___________________________________________ 

Phone/Fax: ________________________________________________ 

Mobile: ____________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________ 

Website: ___________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
Please tick:  
�  Enclosed is a drawing, photo or CD with 300dpi images of the 
exhibits. 
�  Enclosed is the Exhibit Details Form/s. 
 
Signed:      Date:                               
 
 
Please send this form and images to: 

Peter Stansfield 

Secretary Victorian Woodworkers Association 

2 Leber St, Warrandyte VIC 3113 

Tel 03 9844 3749 

Email: vwa@vwa.org.au 

CLOSING DATE: Monday 24th September 2007 

�,	�'������*��" �
 

Complete  a separate  form  for  each exhibit  
PLEASE PRINT 

Title: __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Description: ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Materials: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Finish: _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Size(s) :________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Maker  Statement(s): 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Note: The above text will appear in the exhibition catalogue with your 
name, and may also be used in media and promotion of the exhibition, 
award and the VWA’s activities. 
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Expression of Interest Form  

 
PLEASE PRINT 
 

Name:   

Street  Address :_____________________________________________ 

Suburb :___________________________________________________ 

State & Postcode :___________________________________________ 

Phone/Fax: ________________________________________________ 

Mobile: ____________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________ 

Website: ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
�  Enclosed is the Exhibit Details Form. 
 
Signed:      Date:                               
 
 
Please send this form to: 

Peter Stansfield 

Secretary Victorian Woodworkers Association 

2 Leber St, Warrandyte VIC 3113 

Tel 03 9844 3749 

Email: vwa@vwa.org.au 

CLOSING DATE: Monday 29th October 2007 
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Expression of Interest Form  
Complete  a separate  form  for  each exhibit  

PLEASE PRINT 

Title: __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Description: ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Materialsquantity: _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Finish: _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Size(s) :________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Maker’s  Statement(s): 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________. 
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VWA Committee 2006/07 
 
President:     David Hall  9368 4867 
Secretary:     Peter Stansfield  9844 3749 0402 258 341 
Treasurer:     Rob Allan  5776 2178 
Newsletter Editor:     Peter Stansfield  9844 3749 0402 258 341 
Membership Secretary:    Meg Allan  5776 2178  
Minute Secretary     Tracey Vanstone    0422 976 704 
Wood Design Centre Coordinator:   Adam Stewart  9326 8553 0423 221 728 

Rep. of Council of Wood Working Clubs:  Rob Allan  5776 2178 0448 332 141. 
Committee Member:    John Walkley  9499 6395 
Monthly Meetings Coordinator   Hamish Hill  8344 7844 

�
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – 8 th October 2007 
 

VWA invite you to submit articles of interest for any of the newsletter sections: 
·  Calendar of events 
·  Timber & Trade 
·  Tree Watch 
·  Workshop 
·  Product Review 
·  Letter to the editor 
·  Or any other interesting information you think the members would 

appreciate. 
 
Email Editor: P. Stansfield vwa@vwa.org.au 


